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To the Hon ourable, the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, 
mn PARLIAMENT Afﬀmbled. 


PROPOSALS 


Humbly offered, for Paſſing an Aft to prevent Clipping and 
C ounterfe erting of Mony. 


War, and the only Riches, on which depends all Commerce and Trade. Ic 

hath therefore been - the care of all Countries to keep their Coyn as free | 
from defeRs as poſſible. Now England hath been more grieved with Clip'd 79 Minters 
and Countericir Mony than any other Country, for want of proper Laws to prevent ,7* _ £ 
the ſame, and by the abuſe of che Minters of our Mony, who have made the Coyn Chipping .. 
_ _ Art and -Ingenuity, that any may Clip or Counterfeit Mony withous falſe Cynine. 
much Qdi#culty. | 

That ic may be preſumed, the old Mony in this Kingdom. is now worth two thirds 
of tie Intrinlick value; taking the large and ſmall together ; Bur if there be nor a ſto 
put '0 Clipping of Mony, it will in a few Years be ſo Diminiſhed and Countericited, 
that it will nor be worth half the yalue it was Coyn'd for. » 

Therefare, to preyent Clipping and falſe Coyning for the future, 

| ER 3 It 4s Humbly Propoſed, | 
; That fince it may be preſumed, the old Mony is worth two thirds of the Intrinſick, yy, IO E 
it ſhould be all called in, and Melted down, avid new Coyn'd into Milld Mony of the Away /bmld be 
lame value it is now of, one with another, viz, Every piece ſo to be new Coyn'd, to when Recon'd, 
be only two thirds of the Intrinſtck worth. | 
| ff it be Obje&ed, That to call in the Money and new Coyn it, will be ſo great a 
trouble afhd charge to the King 'and SubjeRts, that it muſt not be done at this time. 

2 WT It zs Humbly Anſwered. 

That there ſhall be a moveable Mint thar ſhall be placed in the middle of a Coun® zws the Mny 
ty, ©c. an ſhall give uotice to all che Pariſhes in the faid County, to bring their Mo-/al bs called; 
ny by ſuch a day, to be changed for new Coyn'd Mony,; ſo having done in that Coun-"* | 
ry, t 


W HEREAS Mony is the Principal Ktpporter, both in times of Peace and 


The Value of 
the old Mony + 


e Mint ſhall move into the middle of the next, to change and Coyn their Mony 
—— and ſo through the Kingdom, uaril all the old Mony ſhall be Coyn'd into 
lF'd Mony. | | £ 
That the Mint ſhall firſt go into Cornwall, Devonſhire, &c, or where the largeſt Mo- How the Mine 3 
ny is to be found, by which means tht Mint will have a Stock to change the Mony as fall bows ih 
faſt as it is brought to them. $ & 
That by.this Method, the Poor and Rich may change their Mony with very little 
ttouble or charge, or fear of being Robb'd, for it may be preſumed that many will 
o together to the Mint, and will take the Poor's Mony with them. And further, 
That _— will make it their Imployment to fetch Mony from the Mine, and carry 7% mouy Re- 
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it to the adjacent Towns to change their Mony, and will do it for ſmall profit ; ma omgncke ns 


that the Mony in the Country will be changed with yery little trouble and charge, , charge. 

and in London with much leſs, for all the old Mony ray be thus Recoyned tor - 

100001. Extraordinary Charge to the Mint, which is no great Expence in regard 

it will remove the greateſt Grievances this _—_ is afflicted with. | 

Fit be further Objeed, That ro Coyn our Mony lefs than the Intrinſfick yalue will 

be a great Abuſe to the Subject and a Diſhonour to the Kingdom. | 
It is Humbly Anſwered. 


That it fhall not be any abuſe to the SubjeQ, for as ſoon as the Mony is Recoyned, 
. by which it will be known how much the Mony wants of the Jocvinſick ( and Silver ypyea the may 
Cheap,which now is very dear) che Mony ſhall be called in and Coyned up to the Intrin- fhall be &yned 
ſick : This Recoyning being done, ouly at preſent to ſtop the Currant of Clipping and #% Iarrinfck l 
falſe Coyning, which is now ſo much Pratiſed, that it is probable they Clip and Coyn ®”** 
5OOSOO I. per ann. So that if an AC ſhould be made to call in the Mony, and Coy +. 
it upto the Intrinfick worth, ir, would he ſo long about, that the Kingdom would loſe The Kingdom | 
at leaſt two Million of Mony by Clipping and falſe Coyning of mony before it could pi thee | 
be dohe ; Whereas, what is here Propoſed, may be done in one Ycar, and then there, ;4y bur rhie, © 1 
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| (29 | | | 
The M23 mas may be a ſmall Tax afterwards laid for calling the Mony in, to Coyn it up to the [11- 
be called in af- trjnfick,, which may be done by degrees z ſo that it will be no trouble to the SubjeQt ar 
rerward! Ih ail. ancr this firſt calling in of the Mony. _ 

bo "That it cannot be any Diſhonour to the Kingdom, to Coyn our Money leis rhen the 
-— gy " Intrinſick, ſince we do nor do it for profit, but to preycnt a _T reaſonable Practice crept 
England. in amongſt us. 


If it be yet Objefted, That to Coyn ozir Mony leſsthen the Intrinfick worth, will be a 
hindrance to Trade. for that all Merchants are obliged to pay the Intrinſick worth. for 
their Goods they Buy beyond Sea, and ſo they will want Intrinfick Mony for that uſe. 


It is Humbly Anſwered, ' 


»— EA mh That it doth not appear in Holland, France, Portugal, &c. That their Mony, altho' it 
drancht2 Trade be leſs thenthe Intrintick, isany hindrance to Trade, nor hath there been any fich Ef- 
"fe here in England, ſince our Mony hath been reduced fo invaluab': by C)'pping, 

and it is direaly againſt the Law to Tranſport our my - beſides it is the conttitution 

of the Laws of England that all Debrs ſhall be paid in Currant and Lawtul Mony of 

Enzland, and any Mony is Lawful that the King and Parliament pleaſe to make ſo. 

If it be Objefted, That the Maſters of the Mint will Coya Bullion into this Mony, 


and ſo abuſe rhe Kingdom, 
It is Hambly Anſwered, 


—oinepaan That itmay be made High-Treaſon ro Coyn any Bullion, but ſuch only as is old 
me then ot. Mony melted down, and the Office may be ſo Ordered, that it ſhall be impoſſible for 
owed by Law. the Minrers to a&t the ſame Cheat. : ; 
If it be Objeed, That if Mony be Coyned lefs then the Intrinſick worth, they will 
Coyn Mony beyond Sea and ſend it here. 
It is Humbly Anſwered, 
Co y- . That no Foreign State or Government will allow of Counterfciting our Mony, and 
Moy b:yond If it be Coyned as ſhall hercafter be Propoſed, it will be impoſſible for any private 
Sea, Perſon to do it, without being diſcovered; Befides, it is High- Treaſon to bring any 
Counterfeit Mony into England, and we have not obſerved any haye dcne it lately, 
alcho* there would be great profit in'it- Dn 
If it be Objeted, That it Mony be Coyned leſs then the Intrinſick worth, it will 
be much Counterfeited, for that they may make it of good Silyer, and ger great proe 


fir thereby, 
It is Humbly Anſwered, 
That all Coyning is done by Caſting or Stamping. 


To prevent Conterfeiting of Mony by Caſting it, The Mony ſhould be thicker and 

narrower than now it is made, and it ſhould be Mild with a Hollow or Groye, and 

then it would be impoſſible to Counterfeit it by Caſting. | 

To prevent Counterfeiting of Mony by Stamping it. 'T he Heads, Letters, and Arms, 

ſhould not be Grav'd, bur cur upon Counter-Punches, and fo Curiouſly done, thar 

there ſhould be but few in the Kingdom could do itſo well, and rife up fo high, that 

Intofſib'e for a the Mony could nor be Stamped, bur with an Engine,and other Tools that muſt weigh 
private Perſon near a Tun weight, and then it would be impoffible for any private Perſon ro Coun- 
, ——_ terfeir Mony without being diſcovered; but now the Mony, being ſuch bad Workman- 
4a ſhip, cvery Smith, Clck-maker, Braſier, Goldſmith, 8c. can Grave Stamps, and the Work 
being ſo flat and irregular, they can Stamp Mony with a Hammer of three pound 

weight, which 1s a great grievance tothe Kingdom, tohave our Mony Coyned fodiſin- 

 genioully, that it may be Counterfeited with ſo much caſe and privacy. ; 


That if this Honourable Houſe will be pleaſed to Order the Propoſer hereof to attend your 


Exzomptcs t* Honours, he will bring ſome Exemplary Picces, by which h 
| | | y which he preſumes h - 
xt ws mnbaftrare thas Mony may be Coyn'd fo, that ir ſhall be impoſhble for rode 
ter ited, Perſon to Counterfeit it ; and will Humbly inform your Honours more at large of the 
defetts of the late Mony, and how in the Coyning of it anew, it may be preyented. - 


REASONS Humbly offered, to prove that Coyning our Mony the 
Fatrinſick worth, is a great charge to the King, agriewvance to the Sub. 
Je, and an impoveriſhment to the Nation. 


The _ f x. "HE Standard of our Coyn is 11 ounces 2 penny weight fine Silyer or Gold. and 
18 penny weight of Allay. : 

The Price of 2 That the Minters haye agreed, that Silyer of the ſaid Standard ſhall be accounted 

Bullion, worth 5s. 3d. per ounce, and. at the Mony ſhall be Coyned of ſuch a weight, that ac 

rhefaid 55, 3d, per ounce, eycry piece ſhallbe the Intrinfick worth it is Coyn'd for. 3. 


ſ 
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( 3 ) : | 
3. That Silver of the ſaid Standard is ſometimes worth 5s. 1d. and at other times 5s. 6d. _ 
er Ounce. 
4 4. That when the Silver 1s 5s. 1d. per ounce,the Merchant Coyns his Silver and gains above zy,,,,..., wo 
g |. per cent. by ir, but when Bullzon is 5s. 6d. per ounce cither here or abroad, they meltdown great profit ty 
the Coyn, and gain above 41. per cent. by it, And fo the King is at a great charge in Coyning coning. 
Mony, which proves no advantage to the publick, but for the Intereſt of ſome private Per- 
ſons, and likewiſe encourages Tranſporting our _— | 
5. Thar there is yer a further Gain the Merchants have by Coyning Mony, viz. when the rhe Kingdom 
Gold or Silver is Coyned, to weigh all the mony, and that which is oyer weight to melt down ch abuſed by 
and ſend it to be Coyned again, and that which is to light, to let it paſs for currant mony, ©9"- 
and thus a Perſon having 20001. in Silver and Gold, may get near 5001. per ann. by Coynin' 
mony. and more, when in favour with the Minters, ſo that they may not be ſevere with 
the Labourers of the Mint in Sizeing the mony. 
6. That our mony being the full value, and of the ſame. Standard SilyerPlate is made of, 97;Comis mel- 
our Coyn is melted down and made into Plate. red _ a f 
Therefore, that the King may not be atunneceſſary charge in Coyning mony, and to pre- 24) : 


vent our mony from being melted down, Tranſported, &c. 
It is — Propoſed, 
n 


That whereas our mony is now Coyned the Intrinſick value, when Silver is at 5s. 3d. per 
ounce, bur Silver being ſometimes at 5s. 1d. and other timesat 5s. 6d. per ounce, the ſaid de 
ferent prices makesour mony ſometimes under, and at other times above the Intrinfick worth 2 baldal 
it is Coyned for ; the effeft of which is the cauſe of the grieyances aforeſaid : Therefore, thei grizvons, 
mony ſhould be Coyned the intrinſick worth of Silver, at 5s. 6d. per ounce, anulof Gold 41. 

25 ter ounce. 

That when Silver is cheaper then 5s. 6d. per ounce and the Gold under 41. 2s. per ounce Th: King ſhould 
the King ſhall have the profit that ariſes by Coyning of it. | have t be profit of 

Thar the King ſhall ll for Silyer or Gold what Intereſt ſhall be thought fir accord-?""* 
ing to (l:* price thereof, ro Encourage the Merchant to bring Bullion to be Coyned. 

T hat to prevent the Goldſmiths melting down the Coyn to make Plate of it. 
It is Humbly Propoſed, 

That the mony ſhould have 3 penny weight of Allay more in the Pound thenthe Standatd 734 cyn (bis 
of Silyer Plate hath in ic, which would cfietually prevent the ſaid Praftice, for when any 3 of a new 
Silver Plate is offered to Marks. being nat the aforeſaid Seandard, it 1c hacks in pieces, Standard. 
and to make the mony the fame Standard, by adding fine Silver to ir, would be ſo much 
trouble and charge, that it will neither be praCticable nor profitable ro melt down the Coyn 


to make Place of it. | 


PROPOSALS Further Humbly offered, for Paſſing an AS to prevent 
Counterfeiting of Mony, and for the better diſcovering Offenders therein, 


YA/ Fexeas Counterfeiting of mony is very much PraCtiſed, to the great abuſe of His Ma- . 
a zeſty and Subjes, for want of a method to prevent and diſcoyer the Perſons offend - | 
ing therein. 
Bind whereasthe Coyners do Principally make uſe of Sheers, Flatting Mills,and Flaſts, with- 
out which Tools, it would be impoffible tor them to Counterfeit the ſaid Coyn, for all Coyn- 
ing is done, either by Caſting or Stamping ir, Caſting is done by the uſe of Flaſts, and Stam- 
ping mony ip Principally done by the uſe of Flatting Mills and Sheers, viz. 
By the uſe of Flafts they Coya mony by caſting it in Sand, ſome is made of good Silyer and How Conirg is 
is very currant, And by the littleneſs of it, they get 491. per cent. and in a Daics time one 40%: 
Man can make 100. And it being lawful for them to keep ſuch Tooles, in the Night, and 
other convenient times, they Coyn and afterwards break the Moulds; and the mony being 
good Silver, it is difficult to diſcover rhem, 
By the uſe of the Flatting Mills, the Coyners of mony do Flat Silyer, which they afterwards 
Stamp, and with the Sheers cut it inro mony. 
Therefore to prevent their having ſuch Tooles to Coyn withal; 


It is Humbly Propoſed, 
There ſhould be a peculiar Seal or Mark put upon all ſuch Tooles ; Ws 
That no Perſon ſhall keep, ſell, or diſpoſe of any Sheers, Flatting-Mills or Flaſts, but to ſuch Yone (hall keep 
only as have a, Certificate from the Keeper of the faid Seal, to certifie that they are Goldſmiths, © rs - | 
Tin-men, Brgſizys, 8c. that do uſe ſuch Tools in their honeſt and lawfull Employments. JEMIISS 
That they ſhall nor obtain this Certificate, nnleſs they bring from under the Hands of 
two of the Maſters of the Pariſh they chen live in, or ſuch like Teſtimony, that they are of 
ſuch Trades as do neceflarily uſe ſuch Tools in their lawful Bmploymients, But 


a teh 


| 
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| 
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- Bit if it be ObjeFrd, That this fiicthod will be a Reſtraint to Trade, or a trouble and 


charge to the Honeſt Subjects ; 
It is Humbly Anſwered, 


IH PIEES Thar no one Goldſmith, Tin-man, Braſter, 8c. does uſe above one or two pair of Sheers, 8c. 
oketh wze ron ſeven Years, and T wo Pence for Setting each Scal, and Six-pence for each Certificate, will 
ihe $ubj:#, defray the charges the Keeper of the Scal will be ar, which is bur a ſmall trouble and charge, 
when a Man firſt Sers up his Trade, or being once or twice in ſeven Years ; But the Coyners 
uſe great quantirics of theſe Sheers, Flaſts, 8c. | Io 
J} it be yet ObjeAed, That then the Coyners will Employ Goldſurths, Tin-men, Braſiers , 8c. 
to procute Sheers, Flaſts, &c. for them. 


It is Humbly Anſwered. 


To prevent that, there muſt be kept Books of Recotd, of thoſe that have bought Sheers, 
T» preven FHaſts, &c. and if they offer ro Buy more than two or three pair in ſeyen Years, they ſhall 
Goldſmiths. be queſtioned, and ſuſpected ro be Coyers. 
p # it be funther Objeed, That they will get private Smiths ro make Sheers, Flatting-Mals, 
&c. Or procure them\out cf che Country : 


it is Humbly Anſwered. 


| Theſe Sheers, Flatting-Mills, &c. are a curious piece of Work: So none butthoſe, whoſe Trade 
SO chiefly it js, can make them. and there are not ahove Eight or Ten that make them 
| in London, and but Three or Four in Sheffzild and Barmingham : All which eafily may be 
obſcrved by the Keeper and his Deputies all over England, whether they make any for the 
Uſe of Coyners or not. | | : 
ans. os 1 hat to dere& Thieves, as well as prevent Clippers and Coyners, buying or ſclling melted 
Thiewes, clip- Silver, no Perſon ſhall buy, ſell, or receive any melted Siler, but ſuch only as have a Certi- 
pers and Cyyners ficate from the Keeper of the ſaid Scal, and to be obrained as aforeſaid, to certitic they are 
Jelling melred Goldſmiths, Refiners, &c. and do uſe melted Silver in their Jawful Employments. 
on; T hat by this method, no Perſon can deal or Tradein melted Silyer, bur ſuch only as uſe 
Jo pos / _—_— « lawful Employments, which will in a great meaſure preyent Tranſporting 
ranſporting of of Bullion | 
Bullion. T hat theze are ſeveral Precedents by A& of Parliament, for this way of Sealing or Mark- 
ing, which proves very effeCtual %* ra _ nm Ronny, Gs &c. ww _ 
it not for the Scal pur npan Silver Plate e there w as muc 
Siver as $2 is falſe mony, or if any falſe Plate be L GO be Marked, it is mmediate- 
Precedent for ]y broke in pieces, and if = ill Tann'd Leather is 0 to be Scaled, or good Leather ſold 
this merbad. marked, it isall Forfeited, &c. In which, Sealing, and Marking, they find nogreat trous 
ble, although iris uſed in their whole Trade: This being but upon three peculiar Toals, and 
but a few of them uſed in ſeven Years time ſo that itwill be bur little trouble to the SubjeRt. 
That March the 5th. 1692. the Maſters of the Mint, ordered the Propoſer hereof to draw 
Gon of the ,,up a merhod that would prevent Clipping and Counterfeiting of mony : He therefore drew 
Mint. wm * up theſe Propoſals, and ſent them tothe Warden of the Mint, who laid them before the Ho- 
nourable the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſties Treaſury, and their LO ore lea- 
ſed to Refer the ſame to the Attorney General, now Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of Eng- 
lind. And thart all the Perſons aforeſaid, with moſt of the Company of Goldſmiths and Irons 
mongers have highly approved hercof, Concluding theſe to be the moſt eff means to 
fuppreſs all Oftences of this Nature, and prevent iuch abuſes for the future, 


From Eazle-Street in Red-Lyon- 
Fields, Feb. 11th. 1694. 


William Chaloner. 
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